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Question I just added an active map to my job but nothing on the map is 

selectable.  Why? 

 
Background Survey Controller supports the display of specific drawing file formats 

in the map view.  These formats include: 
 
Format    File Extension 
AutoCAD ASCII  .dxf 
ESRI shape files  .shp 
Alignment files  .rxl 
Trimble Roads   .rxl 
Digital terrain models  .dtm 
 
These files must be saved in the same folder as your job that you are 
trying to link it to. 

 
Answer The reason your file is not active is because it wasn’t selected to be 

active when you linked the file to the job.  Follow the procedure 
below to make a map file active.   
 
We will start by opening an existing job. 
 
Note:  This FAQ was written using Survey Controller version 12.21.  
If you are using a different version, your screens may look differently.  

 
Step Action Display 
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Power up the TSC2 and start Survey 
Controller: 
 
 
From within the main menu of 
Survey Controller: 
 
 

• Tap on the Files icon. 
 
 
This opens a pop up menu. 

 

Continued on the following page 
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FAQ, continued 

 
Step Action Display 
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From within the pop up menu: 
 
 

• Tap on Open job. 
 
 
 
 
 
This accesses the Select job screen. 
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In the Select job screen: 
 
 

• Scroll to select the job you 
wish to open. 

 
Note:  Don’t be alarmed if the jobs 
that are displayed on the right are 
not the same as the jobs on your data 
collector. 
 

• Tap on the OK button. 
 
 
This closes the Select job screen and 
returns you to the Main menu. 
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From the Main menu: 
 
We now see our active job’s name at 
the top of the screen. 
 
 

• Tap on the Files icon again. 
 
 
 
This opens a pop up menu. 

 

Continued on the following page 
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Step Action Display 
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From within the pop up menu: 
 
 

• Tap on Properties of 
current job. 

 
 
 
This takes you to the Job properties 
screen. 
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In the Job properties screen 
 
 

• Tap on the Active map 
button. 

 
 
 
This takes you to the Active map 
screen. 
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In the Active map screen: 
 
Here we see all acceptable active 
map files that are located in the 
same folder as where the active job 
resides. 
 
Note:  Don’t be alarmed if you do 
not see the same files as in the image 
on the right. 
 
In this example we will make the 
file TestData.dxf the active map for 
this job. 
 
This step continues on the following 
page. 

 

Continued on the following page 
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Step Action Display 
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This step continues from the 
previous page: 
 
 

• Tap on the file you wish to 
use as an active map. 

 
In this example we will select a file 
called TestData.dxf.   
 
Notice that when you tap on the file 
once, you see a check mark beside 
the file name.  This means that all 
layers with supported entities in the 
file are visible in the map, but are 
not selectable. 
 
 

• Tap on the file again. 
 
 
Notice that there is now a box 
consisting of small dashes 
surrounding the check mark.  This 
indicates that all layers with 
supported entities are visible in the 
map and selectable.  See the table on 
the following page for a description 
of active file icons. 
 
 

• Press the Accept button. 
 
 
This closes the Active map screen 
and returns you to the Job properties 
screen. 

 

Continued on the following page 
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Step Action Display 
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In the Job properties screen: 
 
 
We now see a one in the Active 
map field.  This indicates that one 
active map file is being used. 
 
 

• Press the Accept button. 
 
 
This returns you to the main menu 
screen. 

 

 
 
The table below describes what the active map file icons represent. 

 

 
 

Congratulations You have just made a file an active map.   
 
For more information on Active maps and Survey Controller, please 
see Survey Controller’s help file. 

 


